Definitive Technology Mythos XTR-50

Why do we want flat panel
LCD/Plasma TVs?

Because we have enough of the
good old bulky CRT TVs! CRT TVs also
limit us in size — 34 inches (a phenom-
enal CRT wide screen from Pioneer
some 15 years back) is about the big-
gest | can remember. And the bigger
the screens are, the bulkier they
become. CRT TVs are as deep as they are
as wide, making them humungous
boxes to have around.

That’s exactly what makes flat
screen TVs so desirable. There is no limit
to how big the screen is but the depth,
its slimnest, especially on the latest
edge lit screens are now verging into
another quantum of depth perception -
typically less than 1.5 inches can be had
(mounting hardware aside) . Slim has
now become desirable and fashionable.
The race is on — who's the thinnest?
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The midbass drive units are specially made for this speaker - it
has an ultra shallow depth with an inverted outward dome
shaped cone to aid dispersion as the drive units are sunk below
the baffle. Do note this ‘dome’is not the same as those dome
midrange units from ATC or PMG; this is a small and compact
midbass driver with the cone inverted out instead of inwards as
most bass drivers. To reduce the depth of the speaker, the ex-
pensive neodymium magnets of the midbass drive units pro-
trude through the back (though flushed) of the enclosure and
sealed with a gasket. In effect the XTR-50 is a sealed enclosure.
Speaking of the enclosure, it is a beautiful aluminum extrusion,
not some cheap plastic molding. As a result the speaker has
some respectable heft — weighing some 2.3 Kgs each. Definitive
Technology makes use of the heat conductive gasket around the
magnet to conduct heat away from the driver into the alumi-
num casing to aid cooling. This allows the speaker to play louder
with lower distortion as the motor unit is adequately ventilated.

The four passive radiators look identical to the two driven
midbass but come without a motor and are driven by passively
by air pressure within the sealed enclosure - it helps the admit-
tedly limited excursion of the small 3.5 inch midbass drive units
to move a little more air as if it were a significantly larger drive
unit — six cones at 3.5 inch each may move as much air as a typi-
cal 5 Va inch midbass drive unit. Definitive Technology claims the
speaker is capable down to 93 Hz. This is an important aspect to
take note — you would need to set the subwoofer crossover
higher than the usual 80 Hz, anything from 100 - 150 Hz would
be more appropriate, try and see what works best in your par-
ticular setup. Otherwise there will be an appreciable dip in the
critical 80 - 100 Hz region. Wall mounting a speaker should be a
straightforward affair, if you can mount an lkea wall shelf, you
can mount the XTR-50.

Where you would mount the XTR-50 is more
important, try the speakers for a couple of days -
move them apart or closer until you find the opti-
mal balance. There will be a tendency for most
people to mount them just beside the flat screen
as in the video - it will be too close and the speak-
ers will sound peaky - move them further apart
until the response sound smoother and more
linear. Typically that would be anything from at
least 6 — 8 feet apart and even if it looks a tad silly,
there is no getting away from the fact that is how
you need to set up any loudspeaker and the
XTR-50 is definitely not an exception to the rule.
The center channel can be mounted above or
below the screen. Oh, there is the tabletop stand
option, but that’s so uncool and entirely defeats
the purpose, nay, existence of the XTR-50!

Definitive Technology
in-wall/in-ceiling

UIW RS Il surround speakers
makes a great match to the XTR-50

The XTR-50 would come as a drastic shock
when one moves from the flat screen internal
speakers to this. There is no doubt the XTR-50 is a
speaker proper - it plays loud and clean, detailed
and snappy to listen to. The key to getting this per-
formance is proper placement and crossover set-
tings on your AV receiver. Having done so, the
XTR-50 reveals its pedigree, the superb sonics from
Definitive Technology. Fans of flat screen TVs can
now have their cake and eat it as well. To better the
XTR-50 would envisage full sized speakers. To me,
the XTR embodies a balance - the essence of slim in
terms of looks and performance in terms of sound
quality. For that the XTR-50 earns high recommen-
dations and would be a great success for its
intended audience.
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